COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

May 30 and 31st

See that green stuff every-
where? That’s Spring, baby!
That means VegStock! Veg-
Stock! VegStock! VegStock
"09 is on the way! Spring!

The farmers are ready (mostly,
anyway...) and you should be too!
It’s that time again...time to dance
away yer winter blues at the world’s
greatest (Kemptville Kinsman’s
Farmers” Market season opening...)
street party!

the branch restaurant, the
Kemptville Kinsmen and the Salva-
tion Army Food Bank in conjunc-
tion with the Dandelion Festival
and with a lot of help from Nik
Wellstein of Kempten Realty and
Nelly Van Berlo of the Mortgage
Centre are all proud to once again
be hosting not just one but two(!)
fun-filled, musically exciting, days
(May 30 and 31st) full of tunes that
will take you on a musical journey
as diverse as the soon to be bountiful
fields we will be here to celebrate--
everything from country, folk & rock

to bluegrass, indie rock and the
blues, a musical soup made from
the finest of stocks...your Veg-
Stock will feature Kemptville and
the Ottawa Valley’s finest song-
writing, its fastest picking—all
the way from it’s classic country
heart to its loudest, proudest rock
& roll soul!

This year’s lineup marks
the return of some of last year’s
highlights, along with a mix of
new faces and some other old
friends...Also new this year, Sat-
urday will be a long party with
outdoor lights and dancing until
11:00 pm! Confirmed so far are:

John Carroll, Andy McGaw,
Meredith Luce, Barn, Roxzilla,
Al Wood, Shady Blue, Pat Moore,
The OhYeahs! ChefBruceand the
Loose and Juicy Acoustic Army,
Loon Choir, Grenville Grass,
The Standby Brothers , Kansas
City Shuffle, ...with many more
yet to come!

Chef Bruce from the branch

Continued on page 12

On Sunday, May 10", the branch
restaurant is hosting its 3" Annual
Mother’s Day Brunch Buffet in support
of The Salvation Army in Kemptville.
The event runs from 10 am until 2 pm
at the North Grenville Municipal Cen-
tre located at 285 County Road #44 in
Kemptville and will feature an array of
mouth-watering freshly prepared items
made with local and organic products
wherever possible. This year we are
also offering vegan and gluten-free
options. Tickets are $20 in advance
and $25 at the door. Children 12 and
under pay their age!

We are looking forward to offer-
ing a fresh, comfortable atmosphere
in which local mothers can enjoy their
families’ company. With decorations
provided by Finders Keepers Primitive
and Country Home Accents as well as
Louise & Co., and music provided
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Mother’s Day Brunch

by “Crossroads”, we will enjoy a
down-home country experience! We
are even including a mini-farmer’s
market and door prizes!

Because of community events
like the Mother’s Day Brunch, The
Salvation Army is able to continue
providing much needed assistance
to those most vulnerable in our
community. Whether it is providing
food or medications, transportation
to an appointment or just a listening
ear, the funds raised through this
event support our work year-round.
We are particularly excited about a
new initiative that we are planning
for this coming Fall. In partnership
with Cornerstone Wesleyan Church
in North Gower we will be offering
a Teen MOPS Program (Mothers of
Preschoolers) to support teenaged
mothers in the Kemptville area in

Continued on page 12

Catering For All Occasions

In the comfort of your home, let a Specialist cater to your needs.

STRESS FREE ENTERTAINING
613-860-2539
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Election Alert?

Yes, I know that the Municipal
elections are still 18 months away
and they should not be bothering us
so soon. But certain signs have been
appearing that indicate a campaign by
one potential candidate has already
started. Like the first sightings of cer-
tain birds and things (I"'m not really up
to date on flora and fauna issues), these
signs are a giveaway that elections are
in the minds of some politicians.

What is the overwhelming sign of
these troublesome times? Bill Gooch
is being nice to people. Not just some
people, but even the people you just
know he hates being nice to. You know,
most of us. Now some will think T am
being needlessly judgmental. Though,
of course, with King Billy one need
always be judgmental. He’s earned it.
Perhaps, you may say, Bill has finally
repented of his wicked ways and is
genuinely trying to be nice. And, if
so, I would be the first (well, maybe
not the first) to congratulate him on
his recovery. But I don’t have such a
short memory.

Does anyone else remember the
last election? Bill tried the same rou-
tine then. He came across all friendly
and tolerant, like, and some people
believed it was for real. But this is
still the man who attacks those who
disagree with him on anything. The
man who thinks chip wagons are
a tourist attraction. The man who
wanted to (wants to?) turn Kemptville
into Kanata, and the Ferguson Forest
Centre into concrete. This is the man
who denies free speech in public
meetings, the man who said that only
the Municipality can even call Public
Meetings. This leader of our commu-
nity is the man who has said publicly
that there is nothing worth seeing in
North Grenville, so why try and attract
visitors? He is shocked that the new
Library building might have pictures
on the walls, or that people think his-
tory and heritage are optional luxu-
ries. His way of dealing with heritage
buildings is to suggest knocking them
down! Seriously. I could go on, but the
record should speak for itself.

But the really nasty thing Bill has
done to many of us is that he actually
promised us he would not run again
at the next election, and then changed

2

his mind. Either that, or he always
intended to run again.

I am sure that Bill is a good
man to his friends and family, and
perhaps even believes what he has
done has benefitted this community.
A growing number of people would
question that last belief. The only
reason things may have improved
over the past couple of years is be-
cause the other members of Council
have managed not to be intimidated
by Gooch, and have handled his at-
tempts at bullying in a very capable
manner.

But, perhaps, you may say,
Bill has changed? Or, even better,
perhaps he doesn’t intend to run for
Mayor again next time? As for the
first: Bill still has a record of being
on the wrong side of most issues. He
still seems over-impressed by devel-
opers and people in suits. After the
Public Meeting on the Official Plan
on April 23, Bill actually openly
asked the developers and their
consultants to stay behind so they
could have a chat. No-one else was
given such an invitation: certainly
not the community representatives
or those who had criticisms of how
our natural assets are being lost to
development. Such blatant favourit-
ism towards “money” does not speak
well of any change in Bill Gooch’s
approach to municipal affairs.

So, what am I saying? Eighteen
months is not a long time if you want
to prepare a campaign for Mayor. This
time, potential candidates need to be
organised and network effectively to
ensure that there is one agreed oppo-
nent to Gooch. The vote was badly split
last time so that, even with a reduced
number of votes, Gooch got through.
If you are thinking of running, start
sounding out the field and see what’s
happening. North Grenville needs a
Mayor who leads a team, not tries to
dictate. We need someone who actually
believes this place is worth something
and that the people, not just develop-
ers, should have a say in the future.

You know: the Vision thing,
David Shanahan

Anne B. Gregory

Barrister & Solicitor

o Family Law

o Divorce & Legal
Separation

o Custody & Access

o Child & Spousal Support

o Marriage & Co-Habitation
Agreements

o Collaborative Family Law

613-925-3626
550 King Street West

Prescott

Not a Sufi Sonnet

Oh Lord, sometimes I get de-
pressed

With all this weary world re-
pressed

By Freudian fears and Jungian
Woes,

[ just have to pick my nose,
Count my toes and wonder why
The sky is blue and just so high?
Once more ready in body and soul,
[ find a sloping, green, clean hill
And roll and roll and roll and roll;
And T don’t quit “til I've had my
fill

And inside, I feel still.

Some thing Celtic stirs my blood
And T am once again inside

The green and trees & holy mud.
--30jmh--
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